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JPS Annual Meeting May 10 


Philadelphia Assembly Will Honor Dr. Grayzel 


The 71st Annual Meeting of the 
Jewish Publication Society, to be held 
in Philadelphia’s Warwick Hotel on 
Sunday, March 10, will honor Dr. 


Solomon Grayzel on the completion of 
twenty years as Editor of the JPS. 
Preceded by meetings of the Publi- 
cation Committee and Trustees in the 
@u. and early afternoon, the An- 


al Meeting of the membership will 
convene at 3:00 p.m. Reports will be 
presented by the President, Edwin 
Wolf, 2nd, by Treasurer Myer Fein- 
stein, by Publication Committee 
Chairman Judge Louis E. Levinthal 
and by Executive Secretary Lesser 
Zussman. 
Dr. Grayzel took office in 1939 as 
the fourth in a distinguished line 
os of JPS Editors, 
beginning with 
Henrietta Szold 
in 1893. Dr. Ben- 
zion Halper, who 
served from 1916 
to 1924, and Pro- 
fessor Isaac Hu- 
sik, Editor from 
1924 to 1939, were 
his only other 
Dr. Grayzel predecessors dur- 
ing the entire 71-year history of the 
Society. Winner of the Jewish Wel- 
fare Board’s Frank L. Weil Award in 
1957 for “contribution to Jewish cul- 
ture,” Dr. Grayzel is known thoughout 





AN INVITATION... 


You are cordially invited to attend 
the 71st Annual Meeting of the Jewish 
Publication Society of America, Sun- 
day, May 10, 1959, at 3:00 p.m. in 
the Warwick Hotel, 17th and Locust 
Streets, Philadelphia. 

If you cannot attend in person, we 
urge you to do so in spirit by remit- 
ting your membership dues now, so 
that you may be recorded as “present” 
in your support of the Society’s serv- 
ices to the cultural life of American 
Jewry. The Officers and Trustees 











English-speaking Jewry for his au- 
thoritative HISTORY OF THE JEWS, first 
published in 1947, which has since 
seen a second edition and many print- 
ings. 

A rabbi and educator, Dr. Grayzel 
led a congregation in Camden, N.J., 
from 1921 to 1926, and after study 
abroad served as registrar and in- 
structor in History at Gratz College. 
He was first elected to the Publication 
Committee of the Society in 1932, a 
year before the publication of his first 
book, THE CHURCH AND THE JEWS IN 
THE 13TH CENTURY. During his two 
decades of JPS editorship, he has con- 
tinued to be a leading figure in Jewish 
education, scholarship and cultural en- 
deavor, serving as president of the 
Jewish Book Council and editor of In 
Jewish Bookland. 
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TWO LEADERS HONORED 





Speiser Wins Learned Societies’ Award, 
JPS Bible Used in Strauss Inauguration 





‘ 4 
Strauss 


Speiser 


Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser is one of 
the ten scholars upon whom the 
American Council of Learned Socie- 
ties recently bestowed its highest dis- 
tinction. The award, made in 1959 
for only the second time, is not for 
any specific contribution, but for the 
recipient’s total achievement in his 
chosen field. In the case of Dr. Speiser 
the field is Semitic languages and the 
history of the ancient Near East. On 
this subject he has written many 
books, essays and articles of funda- 
mental importance. 

The following quotation from the 
letter addressed to Dr. Speiser by the 
president of the Council describes the 
award better than we possibly could: 

We have the honor to inform 
you that upon recommendation 
of the selection committee the 
Board of Directors of the Amer- 
ican Council of Learned Socie- 
ties has conferred upon you a 
prize of $10,000. 

This award has been given 
in recognition of your stature 
as a scholar and of your dis- 
tinguished contribution to hu- 
manistic learning. It is given 
without restriction, and you are 
not required or expected to 
make any report to the ACLS 
of the uses to which you may 
put it. 


The JPS Bible played an importan 
role in a ceremony at the White 
House a few months ago. When Ad- 
miral Lewis L. Strauss was to be 
sworn in as Secretary of Commerce 
in the Eisenhower cabinet, and a Bible 
of the Jewish tradition was needed 
for the occasion, the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society sent a specially bound 
one. 

In his gracious note of thanks, Se- 
cretary Strauss writes: 

... I can assure you that 
the handsome and precious 
volume will become an heir- 
loom that I will be proud to 
pass on to my children. 


Secretary Strauss has long peen 
deeply interested in the work of t 
Jewish Publication Society; he ha 
been a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees until his chairmanship of the 
Atomic Energy Commission made it 
difficult for him to continue. His 
status was then changed to Honorary 
Vice-President. 





Dr. Speiser occupies the A. M. Ellis 
Chair of Bible and Semitic Languages 
and Literature at the University of 
Pennsylvania; he is Chairman of the 
University’s Department of Oriental 
Studies. 


We of the Jewish Publication Soci- 
ety are also proud to claim him as our 
own: as a member of the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society’s Publication Commi 
tee and, above all, of the momma 
currently engaged in the re-transla- 
tion of the Bible into English. 


On behalf of the Society we con- 
gratulate Dr. Speiser on this fully 
deserved honor and hope that achieve- 
ments and honors will continue to be 
his. 
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Two JPS Books Win 


Nationwide Acclaim 


Two recent JPS volumes, both pub- 

shed in cooperation with the firm of 
en Straus and Cudahy, have won 
nationwide recognition and acclaim in 
recent weeks. 

Bernard Malamud’s highly original 
collection of short stories, THE MAGIC 
BARREL, won the 1959 National Book 
Award for fiction, as the most dis- 
tinguished work in that category pub- 
lished by an American during the 
year. Earning its author a prize of 
$1,000, the book was selected over 
such contenders as Nabokov’s LOLITA 
and John O’Hara’s latest work. 

RIVERS IN THE DESERT, Dr. Nelson 
Glueck’s exciting account of explora- 
tions in the Negev, has earned dis- 
tinctions rarely accorded to works of 
archaeology: a front-page review in 

e Sunday Book Section of the New 

ork Times and best-seller status. It 
has gone through three printings 
since publication earlier this year, 
and the print order which the Society 








At the National Book Award ceremonies, 
held in New York’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
on March 3, Bernard Malamud (center) 
examines the citation awarded his Magic 
Barrel with JPS President Edwin Wolf, 
2nd, (left) and Executive Secretary Les- 
ser Zussman. 





SPECIAL OFFER 
We have 
from 


received numerous in- 


quiries members asking for 
copies of Rivers in the Desert and The 
Magic Barrel for gifts to friends or to 
replace borrowed copies. To meet 
these requests, we are making an ex- 
ception to our policy of “one copy 
per title (at other than 20% off list) 
per year” and will sell one extra copy 
of each title at half price, plus post- 


age. (See coupon on page 7.) 














estimated would last a full year was 
snapped up by JPS members in less 
than two months. 

Berens gr nen Dr. Glueck’s his- 

were tory of the Negev 
with such phrases 
as “remarkable 
adventure,’’ ‘‘a 
book that will re- 
fresh the heart 
and readjust the 
perspectives,’’ 
“more thrilling 
than a detective 
story,” and “one 
of the great 
works in Pales- 
tinian exploration.” William Albright, 
in the Times, said that “Mr. Glueck 
has succeeded in bringing the dry 
bones of the Negev to light before our 
eyes,” with “colorful tales of adven- 
ture in the desert.” 

Mr. Malamud’s MAGIC BARREL, in 
addition to winning the National Book 
Award, was also chosen Book of the 
Month selection for June. Its author, 
who is assistant professor of English 
at Oregon State College, has won a 
Ford Foundation grant, enabling him 
to take time from his teaching for 
full-time writing. 

A special offer for members of the 
JPS, covering the two award-winning 
volumes and the Covenant Book series 
for younger readers, is contained in 
a coupon on page 7. 
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HEN PROF. JOSEPH KLAUS- 

NER, at the age of 83, looked back 
upon his long and eventful career, he 
expressed himself as only half-satisfied 
with his achievements; yet he could find 
little to regret in the course of action he 
had chosen. “Had I to begin my life 
anew,” he wrote, “I would have followed 
the same path; I would have chosen to 
do the same things, and probably in 
more or less the same way.” 

Coming from a man who had been in- 
volved in so many conflicts and contro- 
versies, such a statement is truly as- 
tounding. Did it result from excessive 
self-esteem? Some of his harsher critics 
would doubtless answer this question 
in the affirmative. But those who knew 
him better realize that his statement 
was the result of a life-long search for 
values and of deep, unshakable convic- 
tion. 

What was the basis of the unique con- 
viction which Klausner carried with him 
through life and which enabled him — 
even in the midst of turbulence — to be 
at peace with himself? Did it stem from 
the many studies and _ investigations 
upon which his opinions were grounded? 
Investigation breeds doubt no less than 
certainty, and Klausner’s writings testi- 
fy to the many problems that beset and 
disturbed him throughout his life. What 
is more, he was criticized for covering 
too many areas in his studies; profes- 
sional opinion assumes that variety of 
interest limits thoroughness of research 
and negates true achievement in any one 
field. Klausner rejected this view. He 
countered with the famous saying: “He 
who can grasp, let him grasp,” and kept 
on working in his accustomed fashion. 
“It was not my reputation that worried 
me most,” he wrote, “but the fulfillment 
of my duty to my country and my 
people.” 

A man with an overpowering sense of 
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Joseph 


Klausner® | 


eee a man 
with a mission 


By B. Netanyahu 


Editor-in-Chief, Encyclopaedia Hebraica; 
Professor of Hebrew Literature at Dropsie 
College; author of Don Isaac Abrabanel 
J.P.S., 1954) 


duty can really have no regrets, for | 
has hardly any choice. He does wha 


duty tells him to do and he is happy 
when and because he has done it. Klaus- 
ner had one duty, because basically he 
had a single. goal: the national restora- 
tion of the Jewish people. But he saw 
many ways of attaining this goal. In 
fact, what*Klausner referred to as “dou- 
ble and triple work” actually encom- 
passed a dozen fields; what he accom- 
plished might require the lifetimes of 
half a dozen talented men. 

Hebrew philology, literary criticism, 
and history of literature, Hebrew and 
European; philosophy, ethics and history 
of religion, in its general and some of 
its specific aspects; the study of Judaism 
and the history of the Jewish people, 
especially in ancient times; the evolution 
of the Jewish messianic ideal and the 


early history of Christianity — these :@ 


some of the vast realms to which hi 
creative powers were drawn. With all 
this, he was editor, educator and publi- 
cist of the highest order, and as such was 
involved in almost all the political battles 
that raged in Jewry during the past 70 
years. 

The output of this remarkable effort 
can fill 40 or 50 volumes. Yet it is not 


’ 
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s quantity of Klausner’s creation that 
holds for us the greatest surprise. No 
less phenomenal is the highly perfected 
form which characterizes practically all 
of his writings, whether in a book like 
JESUS OF NAZARETH or an article on cur- 
rent affairs. Even more astonishing is 
the continuous attraction he and his 
writings exercised on the Hebrew public 
for more than half a century. Whatever 
he wrote was always read with eager- 
ness, and there is hardly a work of his 
which has not been published again and 
again. Studies he wrote 50 or 60 years 
ago are read in their recent editions 
with avidity and interest, as if they were 
modern productions. This demonstrates 
in my opinion, that his writings have 
withstood the most difficult of all tests— 
the test of time. They bear the mark of 


_—_ mark of greatness. 
readth of Background 


The factors that make for this lon- 
gevity are not difficult to discern. First 
there is the breadth and wealth of cul- 
ture which flows from a great variety 
of sources. Born in Lithuania in 1874, 
Klausner was educated in three centers 
of learning: Odessa, Heidelberg and Lau- 


sanne. Together these cities opened to 
him the three great spheres of Continen- 
tal civilization: the Russian, the Ger- 
man and the French. Add to this his 
vast knowledge of everything pertaining 
to Jews and Judaism and his training 
as a student of Semitics and the Ancient 
East, and you have most of the “matter” 
which accounted for his _ intellectual 
makeup. As for the “form,” one cannot 
fail to notice that, despite the diversity 
of the subjects with which he dealt, his 
writings are animated by unity of out- 
look, uniformity of approach and single- 
ness of purpose —all of which tends to 
breathe into them, even in the driest 
and most technical studies, something of 
their creator’s soul. Klausner’s writ- 
ings are permeated with a personal phi- 
losophy, combining his views of man- 
kind, of Judaism and of his people’s 
future. This was the second factor which 
made for their longevity. 

There was a third factor: the origi- 
nality of his ideas and concepts. Indeed, 
his views on many issues often placed 
him in opposition to majority opinion, 
only to become, eventually, the commonly 
accepted concepts. When he began his 
struggle for an artificially broadened 
and modernized Hebrew language, the 
term he suggested for pencil, ‘ipparon, 
was made a target for scorn. Today the 
term has become so rooted that hardly 
anyone doubts its antiquity. When he 
assumed the editorship of Ha-Shiloah, 
he defined that periodical by his newly 
coined term, yarhon, which means simply 
“monthly.” At the time it sounded bi- 
zarre. Today it is a common Hebrew 
word. 


Three Major Areas 


These examples, which can be multi- 
plied, typify the fate of most of his 
theories and solutions. Lack of space 
prevents us from even sketching Klaus- 
ner’s numerous innovations in every field 
of his activity. We shall therefore touch 
upon his contributions in only three ma- 
jor areas: the Hebrew language, He- 
brew literature and ancient Jewish his- 
tory. I have already mentioned his fight 
for broadening the Hebrew language. To 
this one should add his staunch advocacy 
of Hebrew as a spoken tongue. But his 
truly original and probably most impor- 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Joseph 
Klausner 


... aman with a mission 


(Continued from Page 5) 


tant contribution to the revival of the 
Hebrew language lay in his advocacy of 
the idea that the evolution of modern 
Hebrew should continue from the latest 
stages of disciplined Hebrew usage, i.e., 
from the late Midrashic and medieval 
literature, and not from its ancient and 
early phases, however beautiful and at- 
tractive they appear to us. The actual 
development of Hebrew prose is very 
much in keeping with this concept. 

As to literature, when Klausner ap- 
peared on the scene, the Haskalah move- 
ment had already spent its force, and 
the giants of the coming epoch had only 
taken their first steps. There was grow- 
ing dissatisfaction with the current lit- 
erature and much doubt and confusion 
with regard to its future. The old idols 
were held in semi-disdain, while none 
could tell whether the new ones could 
meet the challenge. Klausner rebuilt 
respect for Hebrew literature and in- 
spired faith in its destiny. He was the 
first to evaluate fairly and correctly the 
role of the pioneering Haskalah litera- 
ture in the shaping of the new Hebrew 
society and people. Then, too, he was 
the first to write a history of modern 
Hebrew literature, and it was largely 
thanks to him that this literature became 
a special discipline and a field of new 
and fruitful research. In addition, he 
nurtured the promising among the 
younger men of letters and paved the 
way for great talents to exert their 
proper influence in the people’s life. In 
fact, the images of most Hebrew authors 
are still seen through Klausner’s eyes. 


New Light on Ancient Events 


Finally, his works on the ancient his- 
tory of the Jewish people again mark 
Klausner as a pathfinder. His JESUS OF 
NAZARETH was the first scholarly Jewish 
approach to the great historical pheno- 
menon of Christianity, and his Evo.u- 
TION OF THE MESSIANIC IDEA IN ISRAEL 
laid the basis for a series of studies in 


Adolf Kober 
Sept. 3, 1897 — Dec. 30, 1958 


Dr. Kober was rabbi of Cologne 
Germany, from 1918 to 1939. He 
came to the United States in 1940, 
just as the Jewish Publication Society 
was issuing his History of the Jews of 
Cologne. A meticulous researcher, Dr. 
Kober labored incessantly to broaden 
the knowledge of the history of Ger- 
man Jewry. When he revisited Cologne 
in 1957, Jews and Christians urged 


him to resume his former post, but 
he refused to leave his adopted coun- 
try. Jewish scholarship will miss him 
greatly. 





this field. Even more important than 
these, in my opinion, is his History oF 
THE SECOND COMMONWEALTH, which re- 
presents fundamentally new approaches 
to the major problems of that period. 2 
threw a revealing new light on the e 
pansionist drive of the Hasmonean rul- 
ers, and was the first to grasp that the 
decisive war with Rome in 66-70 C.E. 
entailed not merely a political rebellion, 
but also a social revolution. In the 
struggle of the Jews against the Hellen- 
istic-Roman empire Klausner saw an act 
that saved the Jewish people from extinc- 
tion and mankind from pagan barbarism. 
He evaluated the Hasmonean excesses 
in the light of the life-and-death strug- 
gle of Judaism against Hellenism, which 
engulfed the whole civilized world. Some 
charged that Klausner’s history is per- 
meated with extreme nationalistic mo- 
tives. Klausner, however, held that it 
was not he but his opponents who were 
biased. 


In the advancement of his ideas in 
the scholarly field, Klausner met  ) 
an adversary, and the position he to 
in Jewish partisan life served to increase 
the number of his opponents. Yet when 
he died last November in Israel, all 
camps united to pay him homage, and 
the whole nation, from the President 
down, bowed in mournful respect to the 
great teacher—the man with the single 
goal. 
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The first two Covenant Books for 1959 
have appeared, and members are now 
offered an exceptional value: the choice 
of any four of these excellent biogra- 


phies, written to inspire the younger 
reader, for only $7.50. The two new 


Six Covenant Books Are Now Ready 


% 





previously published books, all make 
fine gifts for young people in their early 
*teens. The earlier volumes are: Myer 
Myers, Silversmith of Old New York, by 
William Wise; Border Hawk: August 
Bondi, by Lloyd Alexander; The World 
of Jo Davidson, by Lois Harris Kuhn, 





sanragat volumes — Robert D. Abra- and Jubal and the Prophet, a story of 
ams’ story of Major Alfred Mordecai, Jeremiah, by Frieda Clark Hyman. Any 
: e Uncommon Soldier, and Eve Mer- four may be purchased for the special 
am’s The Voice of Liberty, a biography price of $7.50, including postage, by 
of Emma Lazarus —as well as the four means of the coupon below. 
enn nAmARaAnAar Ging YaXIY@VlYevlvexiYevlvevlvavivevlvavlvavlvevlvavivevlvevivevlvavive\lvexl 
, . 
ie SPECIAL PRICE COUPON : 


ie The Jewish Publication Society of America 


offer expires April 30, 1959 5 
: 222 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia 2, Penna. 


Send me, at name and address on other side, the books checked below °| 


Ks at the special prices offered: s 
C] | copy RIVERS IN THE DESERT (list price $6.50) at $3.50 5 
: [] | copy THE MAGIC BARREL [list price $3.75) at 2.10 
COVENANT BOOKS at 4 for $7.50... nak 





Additional copies may | 

{G| be purchased in unlim- Check enclosed in amount of 

R ited quantities at (Penna. residents add 3% State Tax) > 
list price less 20%. 

















ie Send COVENANT BOOKS listed below as gift to: 
: ___ BORDER HAWK aoe 
| ___JO DAVIDSON 
____SILVERSMITH OF 
OLD NEW YORK Address 
KG] ____JUBAL AND THE CG 
ie PROPHET ity 
___UNCOMMON SOLDIER : 
| — Voice OF LIBERTY Occasion 
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VOLUME 60 of 
the AMERICAN 
JEWISH YEAR 
Book — the tenth 
in the new format 
— will be distrib- 
uted in mid-April, 
completing the 
|} JPS_ publication 


,ow || list for 1958. The 


only work of its 
.| kind in the world, 
the YEAR BOooK 
is the indispensa- 
ble reference vol- 





ume of living Jewish history. 


COMPLETELY 
REDESIGNED, 
with a striking new 
jacket by the noted 
Israel artist Ismar 
David, Dr. Solomon 
Grayzel’s HISTORY 
OF THE JEWS has 
been reprinted in 
response to unflag- 
ging demand. With 
the new printing, 
51,000 copies of 


NOW ON PRESS 


is a reprint of the § 


world-famous JPS 
Bible, bringing the 
number’ published 
since the current 
translation was 
completed in 1917 
to the considerable 
total of 820,000. A 


new jacket de- &] 


signed by Ismar 


A New Book and Three Reprints 


David enhances the appearance of this 
authoritative English text of THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


NOT JUST A 
REPRINT but 
a new and aug- 
mented second 
edition is the 
current version 
of JEWISH CERE- 
MONIAL ART, ed- 
ited by Stephen 
S. Kayser. There 
have been nu- 
merous changes 
in the prior 


text, and a new 16-page section, with 


illustrations, has been added. A total 
of 9,500 copies is now in print. 


the widely-hailed one-volume history 
have now been published. 





the JPS bookmark 
222 North Fifteenth St. 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





